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Fairfield and Gonzales Neighbourhood Plans 
 
Heritage Forum Engagement Summary  
 

        

Date: Tuesday, October 25, 2016 

Location: Glenlyon Norfolk Middle School  

Total Attendees: 15 

7 from Fairfield 

8 from Gonzales 

15 Home Owners 

0 Renters 

1 Business Owner 

 

Executive Summary (250 words max) include pictures and images (drawings, 

word clouds, etc) 

 
The purpose of this workshop was to identify what heritage means in Fairfield and Gonzales, and begin 

exploring how different heritage tools could be applied to the two neighbourhoods. Overall, residents of 

Fairfield Gonzales value the sense of community and place created by the scale of tree-lined streets, the 

unique architecture of older homes, and large setbacks that enable mature landscape, rock outcroppings, 

and front yard gardens. Residents have a great sense of pride in the history of the neighborhoods’ natural 

and built environment. Fairfield and Gonzales are a haven for residents from the hubbub of downtown 

and are unique and enjoyable tourist destinations. Residents value the fact that their neighbourhoods are 

‘living histories’ where people can take an active role by restoring and protecting heritage homes, sharing 

stories of local history, and engaging youth to appreciate the historic fabric that defines the distinctive 

character of Fairfield and Gonzales. 

Most participants expressed a desire heritage protection and/or design oversight for all building types in 

Fairfield and Gonzales, including single family residential. Attendees were very concerned about the 

intervention of modern architecture elements and styles, e.g. flat roofs, large windows, and/or exposed 

materials used in recent developments. Most participants stressed the need for all new developments to 

be designed in manner that is respectful and sensitive to the surrounding architecture and natural 

environment. Participants identified a number of areas where buildings and landscape have particular 

heritage value, including Kipling and Durban Streets, Moss Street and Cook St/ Dallas Road.  
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All Feedback/Event Notes 

Station #1 Summary 

A Day in the Life of Appreciating Heritage Values in Fairfield and Gonzales 

The purpose of this station was to identify activities that residents value in the communities of Fairfield 

and Gonzales that connect them with their local heritage. 

6:00 AM  Walkability along Dallas Road and Foul Bay looking at heritage homes along the 
way 

8:00 AM  Quiet walk enjoying the sunrise – hearing the birds 

 Natural features, topography and rock 

9:00 AM  Sitting and reading on the beach 

 Box houses destroy the street and destroy the neighbourhood feeling. 

 Leaves along the street in the fall. 

 Old houses tell the stories of the past. 

 Wide streets with mature trees and set-back houses. 

10:00 AM  Waterfront walk – Ross Bay to Gonzales Beach (Park Area) 

 Moss Street on a spring morning when the cherry blossoms are in bloom, heading 
south towards the water and the light at the end of the canopy. 

11:00 AM  Stopping to talk to neighbour from your porch 

12 NOON  Picnic at Beacon Hill Park 

 Make a program to establish living history 

 Pedestrian-friendly front walks, porches. Safe, people and kids. Not cars, parking 
pads and garages. 

 Front yard gardens and street trees. 

 Walking along old streets with houses that were built in another less hectic, less 
alarming time – allows one to deal with modern life. 

1:00 PM  Standing outside a demolition site when all you smell is wood and all you can see is 
dust. 

2:00 PM  Many years ago Margaret Jenkins fourth grade did a history project where kids did a 
tour of houses and their history. 

 Walking through Cook Street south streets – looking at the Arts and Crafts homes – 
enjoying the uniqueness. 

3:00 PM  Spaciousness, fresh air, quietness, calmness, beautiful old homes make me smile. 

 Walking through Ross Bay Cemetery with my grandchildren enjoying the trees. 

4:00 PM  Tree-lined streets with set-back houses. 
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 Walking down tree-lined streets in Gonzales. We love our large trees. We want to 
save the look of our boulevards. 

 Gonzales is a quiet neighbourhood where you can be at the beach or park within a 
few minutes. 

5:00 PM  Pitched roofs. 

 Margaret Jenkins School is a wonderful place for children to learn. 

 The old houses were built around the existing topography (Victoria’s marvellous 
granite/basalt outcropping) – (then the developers come in and blast the hell out of it 
and level/dig) 

6:00 PM  Values – restoring, sharing stories about our history through the stories of who lived 
in our homes on Moss Street. We know all about our past from our neighbours. 
Please keep Moss Street as a Heritage Street. 

 The soil unearths pars of our past. I have found silver from Steamship and bits of 
china. Living history upon our street. 

7:00 PM  Broken up roof lines. 

8:00 PM  A sense of completeness and order with houses that fit on a street. 

 The topography of the rock faces is 6 million years old and part of our heritage. The 
rocks are being blasted for the new. 

 Visiting a friend in their Arts & Crafts living room. 

9:00 PM  Trees with the heritage of old stock houses that provide a beautiful feeling when 
walking. There is comfort. 

10:00 PM  Walking along Ross Bay Beach. 

11:00 PM  Flat roofed glass structures have a cold impersonal feeling. 

MIDNIGHT  Minimal street lighting, in past none, now too much. 

 

Station 2:  List buildings, properties and areas of the neighbourhoods that exemplify the following 

themes and explain why? 

The purpose of this station was to link the special places and features in Gonzales and Fairfield to the 

themes in the Heritage Thematic Framework, adopted as part of the Official Community Plan in 2012. 

Fairfield 

Coastal Settlement Gateway Economy Capital 

City 

Community of 

Neighbourhoods 

Cultural Exchange 

Pioneer Square and 

Christ Church 

cathedral 

Larger Heritage 

Conservation Areas  

Clover Point 

Design Guidelines 

Old gardens provide 

valuable habitat for 

urban wildlife, bees 

and bugs 

Moss Street is a part 

of Fairfield Farm.  

1890’s – 1912 

People come to 

Victoria to see the 

old neighbourhoods 

Fairfield/ Gonzales 

Cook Street Village 

Historic 

neighborhood, old 

Victoria 

Streetscapes, wide 

boulevards with 

trees, public access 

space, green open 

areas, “look 

heritage” buildings 

University 

town 

Lilian has St Jean 

Baptiste church 

All the tree lined 

streets with old 

houses connect us 

to the past – it’s a 

general feeling of 

the whole 

community 

Ross Bay villa and 

gardens great 

assets 

Ross Bay 

cemetery 

Identify characteristic 

details to incorporate in 

new builds or additions 

Safe walking areas and 

parks in all of 

Fairfield/Gonzales 

Tiny tiny house on 

Vancouver Street, and 

Sutlej or Pendergast 

Streets 

Historic architects who 

were also land speculators 

and developers and 

planners e.g. Rattenbury 
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development  - many 

have gas pipes for 

lighting. 

Oscar and Linden has 

the first electricity 

home 

Moss and Bond has 

the Japanese 

Embassy House 

Arts and crafts homes 

234 Moss Street was 

the Carey home built 

with plaster (Carey 

pantry was located on 

Fort St) 

Moss St for Japanese 

Heritage for the 

1912’s  

Dallas Road 

West Coast 

craftsman homes 

Douglas Farm 

People/tourists 

come to our 

neighborhoods for 

the old houses and 

trees and gardens 

Old streets and 

Victorian and 

Edwardian houses 

 

 

  

Walkability and 

close to town 

 

Tiny houses  e.g. Bond St, 

Vancouver St at Sutlej St 

 

Gonzales 

Coastal Settlement Gateway 
Economy 

Community of 
Neighbourhoods 

New Heritage Conservation Area on Kipling 

Road  

Have an overall plan which covers Gonzales 

and Fairfield that has stipulations for new builds.  

New homes must fit with what is already there 

Moss Street Rock Park 

Abkhazi Gardens 

Feel of whole neighborhood 

Lillian Road older homes tree lined great street 

to walk on not as busy to walk on as Fairfield 

Road but a connector 

Montague Mews should be preserved  

Gonzales Lilian and Wildwood Hollywood Park 

Original boathouse 

/tea house on 

Crescent Street 

and Gonzales 

Beach 

No garages, no flat 

roof homes 

Fit the 
neighbourhood 
which is valued as 
heritage tourism 

St Jean Baptiste corner of 

Richmond and Lilian 

Hollywood Park should be 

preserved 

North Gonzales Redfern/ 

Claire/ Madison etc – smaller 

worker homes should be 

preserved, prop value so high 

they could get demolished 

Ecole Margaret Jenkins 
School building, property, 
Garry Oaks  
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Station 3: What are the important heritage areas in your neighbourhood? 

Participants were asked to identify areas in their neighbourhood with special heritage value. At the end of 

the station, they were asked to use dots to show their top three priorities. In order of priority: 

1. Kipling/Durban Streets 

 Wonderful arts and crafts/ California bungalows 

 

2. East of Cook Street, South of May Street, West of Moss Street and North of Dallas Road 

 Walks, trees, views, older home 

 Good example of middle-class homes from 1910-1930 that grew up around street car 

lines 

 Lots of arts and craft houses 

 Faithful currently used as movie set; heritage protection could be an economic 

opportunity 

 

3. Clover Point/ waterfront to Cook Street 

 Dallas Road walks, views, historic homes 

  First Nations history  

 

4. Moss Street from Dallas to Fort Street 

 Cement house arts and craft on Moss Street 

 Japanese embassy on Bond an Moss only example of Scottish Shiplace (?) ceiling 

 Carey House 234 Moss Street 

 Oscar and Linden Streets, first electric house (demonstration project) 

 Spring blossoms 

 

5. East of St. Charles dcan also include Ross Bay Cemetery), North of Shoreline, West of Gonzales 

Beach, South of Pinewood 

 Older homes, tree lined streets 

 Keep old boulevards, don’t allow boulevard gardens  

 Several 1911 houses and 1 designated heritage 

 Old campsite near Gonzales Beach (1920s?) 

 Summer cottage history 

 

6. Foul Bay Road between Fairfield Road and Gonzales 

 Mount Joy gates 

 Heritage feeling especially trees/meadows 

 Trees and rocks 

 Near Abkhazi gardens  

 

7. Burdett Ave between Quadra St and Linden Av 

 Maintain treed streetscapes  
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 Maintain setback pattern  

 

Other Special Areas: 

 Beacon Hill Park – First Nations History 

 Foul Bay Road between King George Terrace and Fairfield Road – beautiful homes  

 Gonzales Pharmacy 

 Lillian Street – interesting 

 Dennison Place – Art Deco 

 1000 block of Redfern – 9 houses that match 

 Brighton Street cul-de-sac – older homes, natural feeling of trees  

 

General Comments: 

 Interpretive signage along Fairfield Road 

 New homes need to blend into neighbourhood 

 Celebrate the birthdays of heritage homes with a birthday party  

 Need to keep green spaces and sideyards if heritage homes are relocated – it isn’t just 

the building that is important.  Don’t use up amenity contributions on mediocre quality 

heritage projects.  

 Fairfield Plaza and area was greenhouses until 1950s. 

 

Station 4: What needs to be protected and why? 

Participants were asked to identify places of heritage value in their neighborhoods and provide a specific 

rationale for why they merit protection. 

Major Concerns 

Attendees expressed desire for Heritage Protection or design oversight for all of Fairfield and Gonzales. 

Attendees were very concerned about the intervention of modern architectural styles, e.g. flat roofs, or 

glass boxes, into the neighborhoods. Characteristics that were highlighted included ornate and large 

homes, tree-lined streets, large trees, and natural rock outcroppings. The neighborhoods are viewed as a 

haven for residents from the high level of activities in downtown and a resource for tourism. 

Major Areas to Protect 

 1000 Block of Redfern street. All houses 

(9) built in 1908-1909. 

 Art Deco Houses on Walbran/ Park/ 

Denison Road 

 Collection of Californian bungalows on 

Durban and Kipling Street 

 May Street – identified as early 

transportation corridor 

 Fairfield Plaza 

 Brighton cul-du-sac 

 Clover Point 

 Hollywood Park 

 South section of Foul Bay Road 

 All boulevard trees 

 Specific Places to Protect 

 Mount Saint Angela 

 Mount Joy on Foul Bay Road 

 White Cliffs of Dover House on 

Richardson 

 Fairfield United Church 


